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When a bullfrog inserts itself into an ecosystem where it 
doesn't have any natural predators, it eats all the food that the 
native creatures eat and it disrupts the natural flow of the eco-
systems food chain.   Bibliography 
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 The American Bullfrog has inserted 
itself unwanted into the Pacific Northwest .It 
has disrupted a lot of natural habitat, by tak-
ing over homes used by native species. Their 
eggs can cover a very large area, and the 
frogs also disrupt the natural food chain.  
 People should care about this because 
if you like to eat salmon, deer or even cows, 
the bullfrog is decreasing the amount of food 
there is for native animals. It disrupts the 
amount of food 
that native crea-
tures have to eat 
and its decreas-
ing the popula-
tions of salmon 
and other fish 
that call the 
Siuslaw Water-
shed their home.  
 
 
 As you can see in the map (above) 
the American bullfrog is prominent in most 
of the watersheds in Oregon, Idaho, and 
Washington. The darker shaded areas are the 
areas in which they are found. They tend to 
live and reproduce near plants in many riv-
ers, streams, lakes, and ponds. They prefer 
warm, shallow still water during the summer 
time. The bullfrog hibernates during the win-
ter by digging itself into the mud. It is able to 
survive because it can breathe through its 
skin.  

 Because of the large size of bullfrogs, 
they are a threat to the growth of native plants 
throughout the winter when they are hibernat-
ing in good soil that could be used to produce 
winter crops. They also eat the baby salmon 
that are born throughout the early spring 
months when they are in season. They repro-
duce without any repercussions on them. They 
don't have many predators in the wild because 
nothing can eat them. They secrete a toxin 
through their skin that is poisonous to any ani-
mal that attempts to eat them.  
 They are farmed in different parts of 
the country for their legs. But if allowed to 
reproduce they can infiltrate many of the sur-
rounding watersheds. The females are able to 
produce enough eggs in one reproductive year 
to fill a 5 gallon bucket, by itself. And if these 
eggs get fertilized they can get flushed into 
surrounding watersheds.  
 We don't need to get rid of it, but we 
do need to lower the population. Some meas-
ures we could take are controlling the amount 
of frogs that spawn by only letting one or two 
females worth of eggs be fertilized. I think 
that the fertilization process should take place 
in  

a controlled environment such as a replica of a 
pond that is in an indoor area and kept at a 
suitable temperature. Another way to control 
the population is to keep them out of unnatural 
creeks and watersheds. Don’t help them take 
over and they won’t.  
  If you are able to figure out how they 
are reproducing and what measures you can 
take to keep them from spreading, then we can 
control this issue.  
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